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COMMON-SENSE: 


OR, 


The Sentiments of 


£EUG ENI U 8 


In Relation to the 7 of a Re- 


proearative of the Citizens in 
arliament. 
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COMMON-SENSE: 


O R, 


t by a King, Lords, 
and Commons, has always been accounted 
Excellent, for this reaſon, that no Laws 
can be impoſed on the Community, by 


particular Perſons, but that all the Laws are made by 
all the Society. The People, as well as the Prince 
and Peers, not only Aſſenting to the Laws, but actu- 
ally making them, by their Repreſentatives, or Ser- 
vants, whom they Chooſe for this purpoſe. To theſe 
Servants they transfer their Powers, and into their 
hands they give up the Priviledge to make ſuch New, 
or amend ſuch old Laws, as ſhall be found condu- 
cive to their united Intereſt : A glorious and impor- 
tant Truſt! Let us enquire into the Qualifications 
neceſſary for the diſcharge of it. 


As the province of a Repreſentative of the People 


in Parliament, is, to make or amend Laws, for the be- 
nefit of the Society: he ſnou'd be of a Benevolent 
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diſpoſition, and have a Love for it. He ſhou'd be 
well acquainted with the Rights of Society; 
for this End he ſhow'd cither have a Capacity 
ſtrong enough by Nature, or improv'd by Educa- 
tion. He ſhou'd be a Perſon of ſuch unblemiſhed 
Integrity, that he wou'd never give up the Public 


to his own private Intereſt. He ſhou'd, as an hum- 


ble Servant, be ready to hear from his Employers 
whatever appear'd to. their Advantage or Diſad- 
vantage. He ſhou'd be an active Perſon, who wou'd 
mduitriouſly enquire into the rectitude of every 

complaint 


[3] 
t Complaint, and Propoſal made him for Redreſſing 
& Grievances, and advancing the public Io 
& neſs. He ought alſo to have Courage and Reſolu- 
& tion to Execute vigoroully and boldly, whatſoever 
appeared to him on his beſt Information produc- 
tive of theſe ends. Nor is his Services to be con- 
c fined to his Conſtituents alone; but to be extended 
© to the whole Nation.” 

Now as his department is, the making, or amending 
Laws; and the above Qualifications ſeem the only 
neceſſary ones for that purpoſe ; I do not find among 
them, that Wealth, Fortune, or Circumſtances, are 
once mentioned ; nor can I find how they can Con- 
tribute to the making Laws in a better or worſe man- 
-ner, than they may be made without them. When 
à Servant to the Public has framed a Law, muſt he 
Bribe to have it enacted ? If the Law be juſt and 
good, it will have the Voices of Mankind without 
Bribery ; and if bad; ought not to be thought of at 
all; but as this is an uſe of Wealth by a Member of 
Parliament, that I believe the moſt ſanguine who 
ſpeak of it as a neceſſary Qualification, will not be 
very fond of inſiſting on; I ſhall take no farther no- 
tice of it. But it may be thought neceſſary, that one 
who ſerves the Public in this ſtation, ought to have 
a Coach and Attendants to conduct him to the Houſe. 
There was a known Sect of Philoſophers who always 
ſtudied walking, from an opinion, that it was an 
aſſiſtance to them in their Contemplations ; and I 
believe it will be allowed, that a Lau- mater cou'd 
Either form Laws, or retain thoſe already formed, 
much better walking, than in a a rattling Machine, 
where they might be jumbleed out of his Head. 
It has been alſo Objected, that a Man of no Fortune 
may be more ſubject to Corruption, than one in afflu- 
ent Circumſtances. This is ſo palpable a Miſtake 
that there is no occaſion to gp to Greece or Rome for 
Examples to confute it: Vice and Virtue are not 
confined to ſtation ; for we find by experience, from 
which there is no Appeal, that Men have acted well, 
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and ill, in all ſtations, Money is a thing not at all 
calculated to ſatisfy the Heart of Man; for it is a 
ttite, but true Maxim, that the deſire of Riches in- 
creaſeth with the Riches; and we are aſſured by the 
ſacred Writings, that he that loves Silver, ſhall not 
be ſatisfied with filver, nor he that loves Gold, with 
Increaſe ; for when a deſire of Wealth is once enter- 
tained, though the propoſed Sum ſhould be acqui- 
red, the thing it ſelf not being ſatisſactory, the de- 
ſire remains rooted in the Soul, and excites it to far- 
ther acquiſitions; ſo that the Richeſt, as well as the Poor- 
eſt, is liable to Corruption; the only difference is 
| in the Erice; a ſmall Sum may buy a poor bad Man, 
1 and a good Place a Rich Coveious one; but no 
1 Wealth, nor Grandeur, a Man of Virtue and Ho- 
nour in either Station; for in the Soul, and not in the 
Circumſtances, Virtve is ſeatet. <1 81 
| But a late wrangling Gentleman has found an In- 
| Nance, where a mean Perſon was tempted by his Po- 
1 verty to do amiſs, an Apothecary in the Play of 
. Caius Marius, whoſe Poverty and not his Will, cofi- 
ſented to Wickedneſs: Very Ingemous! Are poeti- 
cal Characters ſufficient Examples to prove Facts ? 
The Public will be pleaſed to take notice, that this 
imaginary Apothecary, had no other exiſtence, than 
in the brains of the Poet ; but let us ſuppoſe for Ar- 
4 gument ſake the thing real, and that there were a 
radeſman without Fortune, that was Cortupted. 
| | What then? This proves no mare than the; poſſibility 
| that it may be, as it has already been, which no body 
14 ever denicd. By the ſame way of Reaſoning we 
might be brought to diſtruſt Kings; becauſe not on- 
Iy one, but many, in the midſt ot Wealth and Gran- 
deur, have been influenced by the deſife of actumu- 
lating Riches, to oppreſs and enſlave their Subjects, 
2nd their Country: Are we therefore to believe every 
| King will be a Tyrant? Then follows to make u 
| the Medly, a patch he has clipped from Pope, whi 
| I:oks like a Scarlet button on a Fool's Coat, and 
3 this is deſigned to prove, that under the Pope who, 
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151 
as he fays, we all account a Tyrant, (he fhodild rather 
have ſaid, ye all account a Tyrant) two celetrated 
Artiſts aroſe, a Painter and a Pot ; but beeauſt two 
Flowers ſprung up in à barren Soil, wilb that prove 
the Soil naturally Proctuctive of ſuch Flowers? He 
miſtakes a partial, for a general Tyranny, in tke Caſe 
of Lewis 14th. he Hkc-n Father who Tyranifes over 
two or three Children, and is indulgent to one Fa- 
vourite, was Rigorous in his exactions'of Men and 
Money, for the Profecution 6t his Cotiqueſts ; yet 
always gave Encouragement to Learing. But what 
fort of Eloquenee was it appear'd itt his Reign? No 
other than the moſt naucious Flattery they veſtow d 
on him, blaſpheming their God to praiſe their Ty- 
rant; coritented in Slavery, licking their Chains, and 
fawning on their Scourge; ſo that it was no wender 
if, though he was in ther feſpects Pyrarical, he 
Careſſed the Muſes that Deified him. 

This Roman Catholic Gentleman takes upon lim 
to dictate to Proteſtants, WhO they ſhall chaſe, Us a 
Member of Parliament: I do not find Proteſtants 
interfere in the Choice of | Romiſh Mimiſters of any 
that it is a Thing quite uſeleſs to regard dur Liberty, 
becauſe, as he labours to prove, we may enjoy Learn- 
ing, and every Priviledge, as fully im a State of Sla- 

very, under a Tyranical Goverhment, a Pope Leo, 
&c. as under any other. An artful Inſintation, and 
which is frequently ſuggeſted by his Fraternity; but 
Proteſtants I hope will beware, that this Artifice ſha 
not influence them, When they ſee the: purpoſe for 
which it is intended. Burleſquing Liberty, to eool 
our Warmth in the Purſuit of it; and praiſing Sla- 
very, to engage us to ſubmit to it with leſs reluc- 
met 1h T 20, N 
Liberty is too dear, too intereſting a Subject, to 
be thus vilified by ſuch tghoble Hands, J lands which 
Give no fight to meddle with it for many Reaſons. 
The Publick will excuſe me for taking up ſo much 
Time with this Intermedler; but thus nuch thought 
„ | neceſlary 
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neceſſary, leſt the ignorant ſhou'd be miſled by him, 

for no other can. YES EE 
We are now about the choice of a Servant; whoſe 


Buſineſs is neither more, nor leſs, as I have already 


faid, then the making or altering Laws for the Preſer- 
vation of our Liberties, to ſecure Property, and to 
gu 150 the weak and innocent, from the powerful and 
guilty. i 5 

I have mentioned the Qualifications neceſſary for 
the diſcharge of this office. 

Now among the Candidates who appear, ſuch as 
poſſeſs the greateſt degree of Love to their Country, 
Integrity, Humanity, Knowledge of the Rights of 
Society, a facility of Expreſſion, with Courage to 
execute boldly what they have cooly deſigned : He 
is the Man ye ſhould: chuſe. 

No ſooner a Character appears, than it is ſaid to be 
that of ſome particular. Perſon, and I think I hear 
the Reader ſay, the above was intended for Lucas. 
The above Qualifications being the ſuggeſtions of 
common Senſe, and the Dictates of Truth and Rea- 


ſon, allow theAuthor has drawn without Attachment 


to any particular Perſon, or Perſons, declaring he is 
no otherwiſe engaged to them than as they poſleſs 
theſe requiſite Qualifications for the Place in Queſti- 


on. If Sir J. S- be fo fitted, he ought to be 


the Man in his Opinion, but it Mr. Lucas Anſwers 
the Character, and poſſeſſes the requiſiteQualifications 


in a ſuperior Degree, he cannot help owning, that ſo 


far he is in his favour; and as he really thinks him 
more proper, to repreſent us in Parliament, than any 
who has yet appeared; on this account, and this 
only, he ſpeaks in his behalf; for when ever another 
ſhall appear with ſuperior Inclinations, and Abilities, 
whatever he may ſay in favour of Mr Lucas ſhou'd. 
be immediately transferred to Greater worth; and it 
is only — none more worthy has yet appeared 


in his Opinion, that he has declared in his favour, 


in this publick Manner. As almoſt every Perſon who 
ſpeaks of him owns, he wow'd be the fitteſs Perſon, 


why 
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171 | 
why do they not too, do, what is fitteſt and moſt rea- 
ſonable? They will, they muſt certainly on Reflection; 
to do otherwiſe, to Act contrary to their Reaſon, 
and not to do what was beſt, and fitteſt, what they 
acknowledge themſelves to be ſo, would be to ren- 
der themſelves worſe than Brutes. 
There have been ſome Objections to him, but moſt 
of them have been ſo trifling that they ſcarcely de- 
ſerve an Anſwer. The firſt and greateſt is his want 
of Fortune. This I have already ſpoken of as. a 
Qualification not at all neceſſary in the making Laws. 
I will only add that it is for no Reaſon, it is required 
as a neceſſary Qualification, but becauſe it has been 
hitherto cuſtomary for Members of Parliament to be 
Men of Fortune; and if Cuſtom be a Reaſon, there 
is one in favour of Fortune, but I know no otaer. 
Shall we then for the Sake of Cuſtom, the Law of 
Fools, neglect Qualifications eſſentially neceſſary; 
and decide in favour of Wealth, which is not at all 
neceſſary ? This is an abſurdity that common Senſe 
can never be guilty of. 7 5 
Another argument is, That it is no Matter who we 
chuſe; for when they once get into the Houſe the 
will all ſerve us alike; and we may put the Candi- 
dates Names, ſay they, in a bag, and take the firſt 
drawn. Were we to judge of all that may be, by 
ſome that have already been, we might take this ad- 
vice; but as the fault is not in the Nature of thẽ 
Employment, but in thoſe who enjoy it, from this 
view of the Affair a Reaſon ariſes to engage our Care 
to chuſe one who would act a different Part. 
. There goes a Story of a Certain M---r who never 
made any Motion in the H e except that a Pane of 
Glaſs ſhould be mended, Aye but, ſays a Blockhead, 
that is like one of Æſop's Fables, a Lye ; that may 
be, but like one of AÆſop's Fables ſomething very 
true may be underſtood by it. 5 30072502 


Another Objection is, that he makes too great'a 
a noiſe about a ſmall Matter. A Patriot ſees what 
Aﬀects his Country, as a Father does a Child; what 


appears 
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appears a Trifle to others, touches him ſenſibly; but 


are theſe Matters ſo ſmall a8 they are repreſented ? 
Mr. Lucas pretends to 7 the Contrary ; tho 
ſuppoſe them ever fo trivial, were they tamely given 
way to, they may prove ſteps to others of much more 
Importance. But there are others beſide Mr. Lucas 
who confidently aſſert, that theſe are not fears of 
what may happen, but what actually has been already, 
in a much greater * than is generally known, 
and muſt Continue, if a power be left in the hands 
of one Body of Men, without a check from any other. 
Another Objection is, that he is a Diſturber. When 
things are Diſordered they ought to be Diſturbed; 
they muſt be moved to reduce them to order. Sur- 
geons according to theſe Gentlemen muſt be account- 


ed common Diſturbers, becauſe by force they are 


obliged to replace the diſlocated Parts in their original 
State; and diſturb a diſordered Body, in order to 
cure it. | 

Aye hut, ſay they, as ſoon as he gets into the 
Houſe, he will change his Tune. Who knows 
that? ſuch Doubts may be raiſed about any Man 
living, as all Men are liable to Change. But it is 
certainly a more rational Way of proceeding to chuſe 
the Perſon who at preſent ſeems beſt qualified; in 
him we have no Fears, and in another no Hopes, 
. ng: | FALL en e 
In ſhort, let us 2 _ whoſe active Ima- 
-gination will prompt him to do ſomething ; and 
-whoſe Heart 1 ſeem 4550 to do 


ell. Others may do as they pleaſe ; but for my 


Part, tho I declare I have nd young Attachment 
ito him, nor Acquaintance with him; I could not 


 forbear doing Homage to Worth, and facrificing a 


Mite to Merit, which I ſhall always eſteem : Thete- 
fore while Li continues what it is, and Lacas 
does not change from what he is, my Voice is for 


Lazzpry and Lucas. G IE 0g 
ERS | Evgrenivs, 
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